
7.7.1 Email from JW  
 
In the November issue of the Parish Magazine you asked for suggestions for local 
improvements or reparations - so here are two. 
 
I live at the top of Summerhouse Pitch, the road from Hope Mansell just before it 
joins the Ruardean to Howle Hill road. Across the road from me is a ditch which 
carries water in the winter. It flows some 70 meters into a grating and pipe which 
carries it under the road and then down into the valley. Every year the ditch bungs up 
with mud nettles and leaves. This causes water to flow across the road which 
freezes into an ice sheet in colder weather. For the last 40 years I have been 
cleaning it out at intervals. I am now 70 and less inclined to do this. I think you 
should consider a management plan. 
 
Secondly, the internet cable installed on the left side of Harechurch Hill (ascending) 
is in places exposed due to the action of rain water which has washed out the rubble 
fill and created a long, intermittent, narrow and quite deep trench with vertical sides. 
This is a traffic hazard as it is frequently invisible due to leaves and vehicles have to 
go to the side to pass each other. 


