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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Monday 6th July 2026  

at Bailey Lane End Chapel 

 
Present: Councillor Lori Weber (Chair), Councillor Janet Wall, (Vice Chair), Councillor 

Ellen West, Councillor Sheila Heath, Councillor Amber Margrett, Kate Howle 
(Parish Clerk) 

 
Apologies: Councillor Tim Hardie, Councillor Geoff Phelps 
 
In Attendance: There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
 

1. Welcome and Attendance 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and attendance is recorded above.   

 
2. To receive apologies for absence. 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Hardie and Councillor Phelps. 

3. To receive declarations of interest and written requests for dispensations. 
None received 

4. Open forum to receive the views of local residents on Parish matters. 
There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

5. To agree and sign the minutes of the previous meeting. 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 27th May 2026 were agreed 
and signed with one change to the dates of future meetings from 11th January 2027 to 18th 
January 2027   

6. Matters Arising. 
6.1 The Chair confirmed the rota for attendance at the monthly WuP Parish Council 

meetings.  Councillor Heath attended the recent meeting on 2nd July and confirmed 
it was very useful.  Councillor Heath reported that WuP had a very good system in 
place, for when parishioners needed use of the defibrillator, called VETS (Volunteer 
Emergency Telephone System) which is a community run system to assist in the 
event of cardiac arrest.  Following discussion it was agreed that this was something 
the council should look into.  Councillor Heath agreed to talk this through with 
Councillor Wilkes from WuP who is the VETS co-ordinator and defibrillator 
manager. 

6.2 The Action Log was noted and completed actions were removed.    

Risk Register  – carry forward.  LW & JW to check final scoring. 
Nice to have Policies – carry forward.  LW & JW to review 
AGAR Forms – Completed and filed 29/5 and receipt confirmed 04/6 
Tree down across HM12 – cleared 
Speeding at BLE – see 7.6.1 below 
LGBCE consultation – details placed on website, BLE WhatsApp group and HM 
Grapevine for parishioners to comment before deadline of 6th July. 
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7. Standing Items. 
7.1 Correspondence 

7.1.1 Herefordshire council launches nature and biodiversity grant scheme.  The 
Chair tabled HCC’s nature and biodiversity grant scheme for discussion and if there 
is anything that fits the criteria that we could apply for.  Following discussion it was 
agreed to look into applying for a grant for daffodil bulbs and wild flower seeds for 
planting at Bailey Lane End by the village gates at both ends, around the entrance 
to the chapel side of the village, and patches of grass within the village itself. 

Following the meeting it has been suggested that although the placing of owl boxes 
was mentioned but discounted as we would not be able to put any in the forestry 
trees, perhaps we could request funding for a couple and if successful asking if any 
residents would want them as there are lots of homes with plenty of land within our 
parish and if it encourages more owls to nest, that can only be a good thing. 

7.1.2 LGBCE consultation – see 6.2 above 

7.1.3 Email regarding highway restrictions Summer House Pitch. The Chair 
tabled an email received from a parishioner regarding the overgrown hedges and 
verge encroachment making the road a hazard to vehicles.  Following discussion it 
was agreed to speak to the landowner at the beginning of September (due to 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981) to remind them of their responsibility.  It was also 
agreed to look into the use of the Lengthsman to scrape the road to push the 
verges back. 

7.1.4 Email regarding obstruction of Bailey Lane footpath – see 7.3 below 

 
 

7.2 Finance 

 The bank balance as at 6th July 2026 of £4,760.33 with one invoice to pay of £60 for 
hire of Bailey Lane End Chapel for 2025. 

 

7.3 Roads, Footpaths and Rights of Way 
In the absence of Councillor Hardie the Chair tabled his report.  Councillor Hardie 
reported that the tree down on HM12 has been cleared.  Councillor Hardie also 
reported that a blockage to Bailey Lane caused by tree work to clear power lines 
had been reported to him by two parishioners along with damage to fencing on the 
adjacent field – this was cleared following the intervention of the landowner.  
Councillor Hardie is still awaiting a response to the drainage grant application for 
works outside Sutton House and Sutton Barn.  It was agreed that Councillor Hardie 
should chase this up.  Also no further news to report on the proposed TRO on 
HM14.  Councillor Hardie reported that he would be attending the Parish Summit on 
14th July and the Herefordshire Local Access Forum on 31st July and will report 
back anything relevant. 

   

7.3.1 Outcome of 5th June road meeting.  The Chair reported that she had not 
received any outcome yet and would follow this up, although she had heard 
from Jesse Normans office who advised if not heard anything by 12th July 
she would get Jesse Norman to chase Barry Evans.   

7.3.2 Lengthsmen – additional contacts.  The Clerk reported that we now have 
the contact details for the Lengthsman used by WuP which means we can 
now get two quotes for any jobs which require using a lengthsman. 

 

7.4 Local Amenities 
Councillor West advised that the Bailey Lane End (BLE) community had recently 
taken part in a Keep Britain Tidy campaign – cleaning signs, litter picking etc.  
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Councillor West also reported that the BLE community had purchased new plastic 
gates, to replace the old wooden ones which had rotted, for the entrances to the 
village and these would be installed in the next few weeks. 

 

7.5 Planning 
None received 

 

7.6 Policing 

7.6.1 BLE speed deterrent.  Councillor West tabled an email that she had sent to the local 
PCSO Kirsten Kysow, Cllr Barry Durkin Cabinet Member for Roads and Regulatory 
Services and the Road Safety Team at West Mercia Police regarding the persistent 
speeding along Hawthorns Road, requesting clarification on the rules and 
procedures for acquiring formal traffic calming measures and the options available, 
and the overgrown vegetation surrounding the speed limit sign.   Councillor West 
advised that she had received a reply from Cllr Durkin advising that the Parish 
Council, with the support of our ward member can apply for a TRO (Traffic 
Regulation Order) and as part of the process the traffic management team will be 
able to advise.  Cllr Durkin also advised that a member of the Streetscene team will 
be in contact regarding the overgrown vegetation. 

Councillor Heath reported that the two bushes on the corner of Eunice Saunders 
Way block visibility onto the main road and vice versa.  Councillor West agreed to 
look into getting these removed. 

 

7.7 Communication 

None received 

 

7.8 Policies 

 Ongoing – see 6.2 above. 

8. Matters for next meeting’s agenda 
8.1 Developments on Hope Mansell lane 

8.2 Biodiversity grant 

8.3 SID and speeding issues 

8.4 VETS Defibrillator 

 
9. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 14th September 2026 at 7pm Hope Mansell 
Village Hall 
 
Meeting closed at 8:10pm. 

 
Kate Howle, Parish clerk – 7th July 2026 
 
SIGNED: DATE: 
 
 
 
 
Lori Weber, Chairman. 


